@ havenothing'teroffér but blood, toil, tears, and sweat.

We have before us an ordeal of the most grievous kind. We have

before us many, many months of struggle and suffering.

You ask, WHEENS our (policy” INwillisay: it is EolWagelwan by land;'sea;

@ndair, with all our might and with all the strength God has given us:

EGWagENNEn@8aIRsh « monstrous tyranny never surpassed in the dark

and lamentable catalogue of human crime. (BRGNS our EGlIEY


Sandra
Evidenziato
TEXTUAL: use of words from the same SEMANTIC FIELD, that of physical and emotional strain > formal cohesion and conceptual density. 

IDEATIONAL and INTERPERSONAL: he is appealing to the English capacity and strong will to endure in adverse circumstances. Images of strain are not read in a negative light by the audience, on the contrary he is using this imagery to elicit their sense of self-pride.

In this speech, Churchill appeals to qualities of ENDURANCE, DETERMINATION, SELF-CONFIDENCE, STRENGTH, FIRMNESS that have, in cultural terms, always been associated with the English character, and extends them to the British subject, here used for the first time in a cultural sense.
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Sandra
Evidenziato
INTERACTIONAL: 1st person plural pronouns convey a sense of the COLLECTIVE and the INCLUSIVE, and entail that the speaker is a member of the COMMUNITY he is addressing.
 
TEXTUAL: REPETITION is the main rhetorical device of INTERNAL COHESION, it holds the text together.
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Sandra
Evidenziato
INTERACTIONAL: shift from 1st p.p. to the 2nd person plural to enact a DIALOGUE with the audience, INVOLVE them and (pretend he can) interpret and UNDERSTAND their doubts and fears. Then, by shifting to the 1st p.singular, he takes upon himself the responsibility to answer.
The sense of the COLLECTIVE and the INCLUSIVE do not change, he is addressing them as a member of their COMMUNITY.


Sandra
Evidenziato
T + In + Id:
Rhetorical question that enacts a dialogic question-and-answer exchange. 

The same sentence is repeated at the end of the passage in the affirmative, as an assertion or a programmatic statement that closes and puts the whole period in brackets > acending line of conceptual climax.
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T + In + Id:
Use of MODAL that expresses will 
> DECLARATION of INTENT
> he is keeping up to his responsibilities, not avoiding his role as leader and policy maker 
> image of STRENGTH, STEADINESS, FIRMNESS, DETERMINATION, SENSE OF RESPONSIBILITY (Churchill does not simply advocate for the characteristics of the English; he wants to embody those qualities in the first person > he is stil considered a symbol of Englishness)
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Repetition and alliteration that reinforce the concept of firmness and holds the text together.
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Evidenziato
TEXTUAL: stylistic feature that consists in the frequent use of TRIADS: set of three elements that create redundancy and give a sense of the impending and urgent.

Sandra
Evidenziato
Frequent reference to God as a means of legitimacy to his own side and action. 

Since political and especially war speeches tend to oversimplify concepts and positions, he is retracing in content and syntax the binarism Good vs. Evil.

Lexical opposition: might, strength, God vs monstrous tyranny, dark, lamentable, crime.
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Syntactic opposition


Sandra
Evidenziato
The whole speech is an enacted dialogue with discrete steps and an ascendant line. He starts with a plead for trust from the audience on the basis of his public display of honesty. 
The image of himself that he wants to convey is one of HONESTY and TRUSTWORTHINESS.
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You ask, what is our aim? (HCGRIGASWERINIOAEIWORE): WiCtory — Victory

at all costs, Wi€tory in spite of all terror, Mi€tory,) however long and hard

the road may be: fORWithoUEViCtory N thereNisinoISurvival.

([ESEthatibeNrealized; norsurvival for the British Empire, (AGISURViVal for

@lthatthelBritiSRIEMPIrEINasSISEO0ANor, Nosurvival for the urge, the

impulse of the ages, that (f@RkifA@ shall move forward toward its goal.

(BEEWD takelup @y €&sk with buoyancy and hope. @fEEIISURS that our

cause will not be suffered to fail among men. At this time @fEENERtitIed

to claim the aid of @ and @ say, "Come then, (Gl G0forward

EOEEEED vith our @HIEES strength.
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Evidenziato
He invokes the unity of the Nation.
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Evidenziato
In a period of urgency and of great emotional turmoil, that was possibly the first and only time that the British felt united as a Nation. Still, the term 'British' and the community he is addressing only included white citizens of Great Britain.
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TEXTUAL:
INTERNAL REFERENCE (repetition, anaphora, refrain): he is building the CLIMAX of his sppech.

Sandra
Evidenziato
INTERTEXTUAL: 
 > parallels the "I have nothing to offer" claim of honesty.
 > shifts to the sheer COLLOQUIAL, he pretends he is (going down to) the same level of the audience he is addressing, PRETENCE of INTIMACY.
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Assertive character that should inspire the audience
- Modal of authority > CONFIDENCE, DETERMINATION
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Evidenziato
TRIAD that once again conveys images of ENDURANCE and FIRMNESS.
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INTRODUCTION
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CONCLUSION of the triad > preparatory passage > simple statement that intruduces the last passage of 'down', describing the hardship and punishment that a lack of steadiness and willingness would cause, before the final assertion of optimism
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His second concern: he is claiming an even greater role for the British nation, that of saviour of all mankind > as a God-sent mission > they should fight for a greater Good

Sandra
Evidenziato
His main concern (and as he ASSUMES and takes for granted, the people's concern too) is with the British Empire and the image that, by reflex, it conveys of the British nation. 

- IDEATIONAL: the Empire was of the upmost importance for the image of England (the nation's sense of itself came from its comparison with the outer world).

- INTERACTIONAL: in order to gain approval, a speech has to rely on the ASSUMPTION that the author and the audience SHARE (at least a part of) the same ideas.
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Evidenziato
The speech started with images of physical and emotional strain and ends with words of optimism > The main purpose of the speech is to uplift people's morale.
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TEXTUAL: final shift from plural pronouns to 1st person singular: it signals the author's WILLINGNESS to take on RESPONSIBILITIES and stand up for the nation's military COMMITMENT.


Sandra
Evidenziato
LEADERSHIP: as a leader he is heading the nation and pointing the way. Also, Great Britain is a world leader.




